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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 24 April 2017  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present: Councillor I Keatley (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, F Brett, 

K Byrne,  B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M 

Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin-Healy,  M 

Miley, T Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, S 

Power, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward and B Young  

 

Apologies:              Councillor Moore, Redmond, Scully, and Weld 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, P Minnock, N Morrissey 

(Directors of Services), Ms E Hanlon, Head of Finance, Ms C O'Grady, Ms A 

Aspell (A/Director of Service), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and 

other officials. 

 

 

01/0417 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the family of the 

late: 

Mary Knott, mother of Carmel Knott Maher, Maynooth Municipal District Office 

 

Councillor Keatley also noted the passing of Mary O'Meara of Kinnefad, Co Kildare who was one 

of Kildare's oldest citizens who passed away last week at the remarkable age of 104. 

 

A minutes silence was observed. 
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02/0417 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of 27 March, 2017 together with the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Durkan that the minutes of 

the monthly meeting of 27 March 2017 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

 

03/0417 

To receive a presentation from the Alcohol Health and Wellbeing Alliance (AHA) Campaign 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Stephen Joyce from the Alcohol Health and Wellbeing Alliance (AHA) 

Campaign to the meeting. Mr Joyce thanked the Mayor and the members for inviting him to attend 

and confirmed the main message behind this campaign is very simple in that it aims to get people 

thinking about how they drink and tries to encourage those that drink, to drink a little less. Mr. 

Joyce confirmed he has travelled around Kildare promoting health and well being and giving 

alternatives to drinking confirming that if we reduce our intake of alcohol, the health of the Irish 

people would improve and our enjoyment levels increase. Mr. Joyce referred to the Global Drug 

Survey which is the world’s biggest drug survey made up of 101,313 respondents and confirmed 

that globally, Ireland had the second highest proportion of people who would like to drink less 

alcohol (43.4%). Mr Joyce stated that the next phase of the plan is to bring a similar survey to 

Kildare with a view to tracking the figures in each municipal district which will enable people to 

measure and compare their drinking habits against that of their peers in Kildare. Councillor Keatley 

thanked Mr Joyce for the presentation and for all his dedication through his work with the Joint 

Policing Committee over the years and noted the message is timely given it is the start of the 

Punchestown racing festival in Naas. Councillor Murray thanked Mr Joyce for attending and asked 

all the municipal districts to get involved in heightening awareness around this issue. Councillor 

Cussen confirmed the campaign is gaining momentum in the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

and thanked Mr Joyce for his work. Councillor McLoughlin Healy thanked Mr Joyce for his 

presentation and enquired who the target market is for the campaign. Mr Joyce thanked the 

members for their positive feedback and confirmed the campaign is targeted at all drinkers with 

the aim being to move them, especially the accidental, harmful drinkers into the reduced drinker 

category. He confirmed that K-Leisure has been a remarkable partner in this project. 
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04/0417 

To note the Audit Committee Annual Report 2016 

The members considered the Audit Committee Report 2016. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked if there was any area of concern that should be brought to the 

member’s attention. Ms E Hanlon, Head of Finance stated there were no areas of concern the 

members need to be made aware of and confirmed that a structured method is in place to ensure 

the required follow up and improvements takes place on any area identified during the audit 

process. Ms Hanlon confirmed that a new Internal Auditor started in 2016 who is a qualified 

accountant as required by the Local Government Reform Act 2014. Councillor McLoughin Healy 

asked if the Audit Committee is satisfied that the only item being checked on the governance of 

organisations receiving grant funding from Kildare County Council is tax clearance. Ms Hanlon 

confirmed the Internal Audit Section is examining this area with a view to making 

recommendations on improvements and this is being worked on at the moment. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy asked whether councillors have access to these reports, Ms Hanlon confirmed 

these reports are used for executive feedback and are presented to the members of the Audit 

Committee which includes 3 representatives from the elected members.  

 

Resolved that the Audit Committee Report 2016 be noted. 

 

05/0417 

Management Report 

The members considered the monthly management report. 

 

Councillor Cussen referred to page 4 of the management report and asked if there was any 

update on the feasibility investigations to be undertaken on the Ardclough Road Celbridge. She 

also enquired in relation to the Housing Repair and Leasing Initiative; Councillor Cussen asked 

why there had been such a short period given to express an interest in this scheme. Ms A Aspell, 

A/Director of Service confirmed Kildare is one of 2 local authorities where this scheme is being 

piloted and stated there is no deadline on the scheme however, the Department of Housing 

Planning Community and Local Government had asked us for a response by Friday 28 April . In 

order to do that, Ms Aspell confirmed the council had to garner the level of interest that was out 

there and pointed out the council had advertised the scheme almost immediately once the 
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guidance document and scheme became available. Ms Aspell stated the expressions of interest 

received will be analysed and a response sent back to the Department of Housing, Planning  

Community and Local Government by the deadline as required however confirmed that the council 

will continue to accept applications.  

 

Councillor Cussen also noted the draft Leixlip Local Area Plan had been on display from the 10 

April 2017 and not 07 April 2017 as indicated in the management report on page 7. 

 

Resolved that the management report be noted 

 

 

06/0417 

To receive a report from the Chair of the Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy 

Committee 

The Chairperson of the Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy Committee, Councillor 

Seán Power reviewed the 2016 work programme and outlined to the members the work done in 

that period to include a review of the assessment criteria for Residents Association grants, a 

review of the Rural Water Programme and a review of the Derelict Sites scheme. He also 

confirmed the Shop Front Scheme will continue in 2017. 

Councillor Power confirmed that following a special “think-in” on the 27 February 2017, a number 

of policy issues were highlighted to include Small Water and Sewerage Schemes, the relationship 

between diet/consumption and food waste, the National Planning Framework, dog fouling, 

unauthorised signage etc. Councillor Power confirmed the 2017 work programme has been 

agreed to include Climate Change Adaptation, Air pollution, proposed civic amenity site for North-

east Kildare which he stated has a €3 million cost and confirmed that a special meeting of the SPC 

is due to take place shortly with regard to litter/fly tipping. Councillor Power also noted that the 

Lilywhite clean up day that took place on Saturday 22 April seems to have grabbed the public’s 

attention and was very well received. Councillor Lynch noted the figures seem quite high in 

relation to the pollution of rivers and asked why this is and what can be done about it. Mr Boland 

Director of Service stated it’s a typical issue and that generally speaking, the pollution is down to 

agricultural waste and municipal waste water treatment systems. 

Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor Power for the comprehensive presentation and for the work 

of the SPC to date and wished them well in their work in 2017. 
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07/0417 

It was agreed by the members present to take item number 5 and 6 together. 

 

To note the Annual Financial Statements for 2016 

 

To approve over-expenditure for the year ended 31 December 2016 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy and seconded by Councillor McGinley and 

agreed by the members that the Annual Financial Statements for 2016 be noted and the over-

expenditure for the year ended 31 December 2016 be approved.  

 

 

08/0417  

Mayor’s Business 

The Mayor extended his congratulations to the organising committee, in particular Councillor 

Callaghan on  the recent successful Easter parade in Naas.  

 

Councillor Keatley noted the recent opening of the Ellistown playground which is hugely 

welcomed.  

 

Councillor Keatley noted the Civil Defence operational day, attended by 5 counties, which was 

held in Kildare on the 01 April 2017 and paid particular thanks to Ms P McNeela, Civil Defence 

Officer and her volunteers for their work on this. 

 

Councillor Keatley welcomed the opening of the 7 family unit living accommodation in Athy and 

confirmed that the Peter McVerry trust would be taking up residence next week and noted that 

it is great to see some of our housing developments beginning to come on stream. Councillor 

Keatley also noted that the Athy Southern Distributor Route Compulsory Purchase Order 

application will be with An Bord Pleanala next month. 

 

Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor O'Neill for launching the Green Ribbon campaign which 

supports the promotion of mental health and which runs for the month of May. 
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Lastly, Councillor Keatley wished success to the upcoming Punchestown racing festival in Naas 

and noted the festival is worth €60 million to our economy every year which is very welcome. He 

also stated that the old Superquinn carpark and the carpark at McCauley Place are to be open for 

the duration of the festival and the minimal charge that will be applied, will go to the McCauley 

Place charity and Naas Tidy Towns.  

 

 

09/0417 

Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed a response received from the Minister of Communications 

Climate Action and Environment had been circulated with the progress report and that a letter of 

thanks had been received from Ambassador Robin Barnett, in recognition of the book of 

condolence on behalf of Kildare County Council sent to them after the recent terrorist attack in 

London.  

 

 

10/0417 

Conferences and Training 

 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the report dated 20 April 2017 circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

attendance of 

Retrospective approval for Councillor McLoughlin Healy at the AILG Annual Conference for 

elected members in Tracey's West Country Hotel, Ennis, Co Clare on the 06 & 07 April 

 

Councillor Kennedy at the AILG training in Arklow (venue to be confirmed) on the 09 May 2017 

 

Councillors Aspell and Dalton at the AILG training in Westport (venue to be confirmed) on the 13 

May 2017. 

 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Draft Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council        24 April 2017 

 
7 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cauldwell, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by 

the members that the report on conferences and training be approved.  

 

 

11/0417 

Athy Municipal District 

The following motion referred from the Athy Municipal District was considered 

“That this committee calls on the Minister for Health to immediately make the Orkambi drug 

available to the sufferers of cystic fibrosis whom request it”. 

A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services, stated that as the Orkambi drug is to be made 

available to the sufferers of cystic fibrosis whom request it, this matter is now resolved. 

Resolved on the proposal of Coucillor Dalton, seconded by Councillor R Power and agreed by the 

members that the report be noted and the matter agreed.  

On the request of Councillor Pender, the members agreed to take item no. 19 at this point. 

 

12/0417 

Defence Forces 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Pender was considered 

“Given the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights in 2014 that the absolute ban on Trade 

Unions within the French Armed Forces breached their human rights; In supporting the campaign 

by the Wives and Partners of the Irish Defence Forces, and also recognising that Kildare is home 

to The Defence Forces Training Camp (DFTC) and The Department of Defence, the members of 

Kildare County Council call on the Minister for Defence to support the rights of the Defence Forces 

through legislation to gain access to the industrial relations mechanisms is this state to negotiate 

terms of pay and working conditions" 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Young. 

 

Councillor Pender asked if the following amended motion could be considered 

"Given the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights in 2014 that the absolute ban on Trade 

Unions within the French Armed Forces breached their human rights; In supporting the campaign 

by the Wives and Partners of the Irish Defence Forces, and also recognising that Kildare is home 
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to The Defence Forces Training Camp (DFTC) and The Department of Defence, the members of 

Kildare County Council call on the Minister for Defence to support the rights of the PDFORRA 

members of the Defence Forces through legislation to gain access to the industrial relations 

mechanisms in this state to negotiate terms of pay and working conditions" 

The amended motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Young. 

 

Councillor Pender stated she had participated in a demonstration on the Curragh where 30 

families had taken part to highlight the continued negative treatment of the Defence Forces by the 

State due to low pay and working conditions. Councillor Pender stated that the rate of pay does 

not even equate to the minimum wage and that 20% of army families have to rely on the Family 

Income Supplement to live and as a result, large numbers of soldiers are now leaving the Defence 

Forces. Councillor Pender stated that Article 11 of the Human Rights Act 1998 relates to the right 

to protest and freedom of association and stated the human rights of the members of the Defence 

Forces are being violated as they cannot negotiate terms of pay, terms of working conditions or 

protest on the matter and this is unacceptable. Councillor Lynch supported the amended motion 

and noted there is currently a bill before the Dáil on this issue. Councillor Stafford acknowledged 

the work done by the Defence Forces and confirmed Freedom of Association is enshrined in our 

legislation and members of our Defence Forces are allowed to join representative organisations. 

Councillor Stafford stated this is a very important issue and it is more appropriate for it to be 

discussed by our TD's in the context of the Bill that is currently before the Dáil at the moment. 

Councillor Coleman stated that as a councillor and a former soldier, he is very disappointed that 

only 0.5% of our GDP is being spent on the Defence Forces now which is at its lowest in the 

history of the state. He also confirmed that the numbers in the Defence Forces are the lowest 

since 1971. Councillor R Power supported the motion and noted that next month’s meeting co-

incides with National Peace Keeping day and asked that the council consider looking at a way of 

marking this event. Councillor McCabe supported the motion and stated that our Defence Forces 

reputation on peace keeping is second to none and its members deserve to be treated better. 

Councillor Pender thanked the members for their support. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor Young and agreed by the 

members, that a letter be sent to the Minister for Defence to support the rights of the PDFORRA 

members of the Defence Forces through legislation to gain access to the industrial relations 

mechanisms in this state to negotiate terms of pay and working conditions. 
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13/0417 

Payments to Charities 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy was considered 

“That where the council donates tax-payer money to registered Charitie, the council checks that 

the intended recipient is compliant with the Charity Act 2009.  As per the Charity Regulator's 

website-the larger the charitable organization the greater the level of detail required by the Charity 

Regulator. As a council we are duty bound to ensure tax-payers’ money is wisely and effectively 

distributed by allocating solely to organisations who comply with the minimum reporting 

requirements prescribed by law. (The council may wish to insert a monetary value or level at which 

the imperative to check compliance kicks in)”. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

 

A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Services stated that the Charities Regulator, established 

under the Charities Act 2009, has, as its mission ‘To regulate the charity sector in the public 

interest so as to ensure compliance with the law and support best practice in the governance, 

management and administration of charities’. Mr McDonnell outlined some of the functions 

included in the remit of the Charities Regulator and confirmed that the Regulator has a database 

of charities who are on their system who have submitted annual reports and accounts and who 

have to continue to submit these annually, or risk losing their CHY number status. The Regulator 

advises that if a charity is not currently on the database it may be because of a serious backlog at 

the moment. All suppliers due to be paid by Kildare County Council are checked for tax 

compliance with the Revenue Commissioners prior to payments being issued. Where payments to 

a supplier (including a charity) exceed the €10,000 annual threshold (as set out by the Revenue 

Commissioners), the council seeks a Tax Clearance Certificate (or etax clearance credentials) or a 

valid Registered CHY number in the case of a Charity. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy noted the report and stated that where organisations are receiving 

council funding, we must ensure there is a high level of governance and assurances given and is 

pleased to hear that the Audit Committee is examining this area currently. Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy asked that when a Charity number is received, what does the council do with this 

information and do we check that the particular charity is compliant with the Charity Act. In 

response, the Chief Executive stated everything we do is independently audited and if there is a 

specific issue Councillor McLoughlin Healy has a query on she can speak to him directly. 
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Councillor Stafford supported the motion in principle and stated he deals with smaller community 

groups every day who would seek Charity status to enable them, for example to lease a property 

and to expect these types of groups to take on the various requirements of a charity ie. provide 

audited accounts every year would be very costly and onerous on them. Councillor McEvoy noted 

that Muintir na Tíre is a national voluntary organisation dedicated to promoting the process of 

community development and that smaller groups can affiliate to them to avoid the high costs 

associated with the requirements that go with having charity status. The Chief Executive stated 

there is a discussion ongoing in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform at the moment 

looking at the whole system of grants at national level. Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated she 

recognised the fact that smaller groups do not need the undue burden but the onus is on us to 

check out the larger charities. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy seconded by Councillor Cussen and 

agreed by the members that the item be listed on the progress report.  

 

14/14/0417 

National Broadband Scheme 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle was considered 

“That we seek a presentation from relevant department/departments on initiatives to roll out the 

proposed National Broadband Scheme, with a view to examining how to optimise this welcome 

initiative, and if some degree of flexibility might be permitted and furthermore seek as a matter of 

urgency funding to support the appointment of a dedicated officer to co-ordinate and progress this 

critical infrastructure”. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor S Power.  

 

A report from Ms E Wright, Senior Executive Officer, Roads Transportation and Public Safety, 

stated that two Government departments currently share responsibility for the National Broadband 

Plan, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and the Department of 

Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. Funding of €35,000 has been provided to 

each local authority for the appointment of a dedicated Broadband Contact Point/Officer to 

coordinate and facilitate the installation of this critical infrastructure and responsibility for the 

National Broadband Plan/Broadband Contact Point was assigned to the Roads, Transportation 

and Public Safety Department in April 2017. Kildare County Council was represented at two recent 
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national meetings and a number of working groups have also been established to ensure 

consistency in the rollout of broadband nationally in the context of engagement with telecoms 

companies, road openings, charging structures, procurement, digital strategies and mobile phone 

black spots. As the rollout of the National Broadband Plan is underway, Kildare County Council is 

currently engaging directly with service providers to accelerate the provision of this critical 

infrastructure throughout the county to assist businesses, tourism and residents in availing of high 

speed broadband.  Ms Wright confirmed the drafting of a Kildare Digital Strategy will also 

commence shortly, with consultancy support funded by the Department of Arts, Heritage, 

Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  Engagement with all Kildare County Council departments 

including the Local Enterprise Office, the Local Community Development Committee and the 

members will form part of this Strategy. Two other initiatives are currently underway in the county 

in support of the early roll out of high speed broadband: the identification of 12 Strategic 

Connection Access Hubs which will be prioritised for high speed broadband connection and 

installation funded by the National Broadband Plan; and WiFi4EU, a European Union initiative 

which will fund a number of public wifi hot spots in qualifying areas. 

Councillor Doyle asked if the €35,000 was sufficient and expressed her concern that we may fall 

behind in driving this item given lack of resources thus allowing the private suppliers to take the 

lead. She asked if there was flexibility in prioritising the hubs and given the significant importance 

of this item, asked whether a representative from the two Government departments could be 

invited down so the members can put their concerns directly to them. Councillor McEvoy noted 

there are a number of schemes running currently in relation to the rural economy and broadband 

and asked if there are other initiatives we could be considering in this regard eg. Community 

CCTV schemes. Councillor McLoughlin Healy expressed her concerns regarding the over 

grounding of these cables as this council has prioritised the undergrounding of cables. In 

response, Mr N Morrissey Director of Service stated the expectation is the €35,000 will be 

matched locally in the context of budget preparation and that the template for the job specification 

is awaited. Mr Morrissey confirmed that Evelyn Wright, Senior Executive Officer in the Roads 

department is holding the position on an interim basis until a full-time person has been recruited. 

Mr Morrissey confirmed there is a huge body of work ahead and it hoped to have the job template 

in the coming weeks. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle seconded by Councillor S Power and agreed by the 

members that the report be noted.  
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15/0417 

Rating of Stable Yards 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe was considered 

That this council calls on the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for 

Housing, Planning and Local Government to reinstate stable yards to Agricultural use as distinct 

from its’ new status as Leisure use for rateable valuation. The new designation has increased 

rates excessively and as a consequence will have a detrimental effect on jobs and on the racing 

industry which is very important to County Kildare. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Cauldwell. 

 

Councillor McCabe confirmed the definition of animal husbandry can refer to the practice of 

selectively breeding and raising livestock to promote desirable traits in animals for utility, sport, 

pleasure, or research. Councillor McCabe noted that a stable yard is considered to be agri-

business and the implication of this new status is that some yards will see increases in commercial 

rates from €1400/€2500 a year to €17000/€29000 a year which is unsustainable. Councillor 

McCabe highlighted the importance of the equine industry to the county of Kildare and stated that 

25% of all horse trainers in the country are based in Kildare and also referred to the knock on 

effect this will have on the betting and tourism industry. Councillor McCabe expressed the view 

that it was an opportunity missed to link valuation to profit and it was time to call a halt to this 

imposition. Councillor Keatley stated that at a recent meeting with Mr Declan Lavelle from the 

Valuation Office, he had pointed out that the characterisation of horse trainers has not changed 

and gave examples of the types of increases being seen and Mr Lavelle expressed surprise at 

how such increases would happen. Councillor Keatley confirmed that Minister Coveney has 

written to the Valuation Office expressing his concern on this matter also but reiterated the point 

that the Valuation Office is an independent statutory body. 

 

Councillor McCabe asked to amend the wording of the motion as follows: 

That this council calls on the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for 

Housing, Planning and Local Government to classify stable yards as Agricultural use as distinct 

from its’ current status as Leisure use for rateable valuation. The new designation has increased 

rates excessively and as a consequence will have a detrimental effect on jobs and on the racing 

industry which is very important to County Kildare. 

The amended motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Miley. 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Draft Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council        24 April 2017 

 
13 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe seconded by Councillor Cauldwell and agreed by 

the members to write to the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for 

Housing, Planning and Local Government to classify stable yards as Agricultural use as distinct 

from its’ current status as Leisure use for rateable valuation.  

 

 

16/0417 

Alcohol Test Purchasing Scheme 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen was considered 

That members request that County Kildare actively implement the Alcohol Test Purchasing 

Scheme 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

A report issued by Ms M McIvor, Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services confirmed that if the 

members are in agreement this matter could be referred to the Joint Policing Committee. 

Councillor Cussen noted this initiative had been launched in 2010 as another tool for the Gardaí to 

use in combating underage drinking and noted the licensing laws already prohibit the selling of 

alcohol to minors. The object of this initiative is to see whether licensees are complying with the 

law and noted the Vintners federation welcome the scheme. Councillor Cussen stated we already 

have a test purchasing scheme on tobacco and sunbeds and agreed that the matter should be 

referred to the Joint Policing Committee for further discussion. Councillor Miley, as Chair of the 

Joint Policing Committee thanked Councillor Cussen for raising the issue and stated it is timely 

given the new Community Garda initiative in place in the county now.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen seconded by Councillor Lynch and agreed by the 

members to refer the motion to actively implement the Alcohol Test Purchasing Scheme, to the 

Joint Policing Committee 

 

 

17/0417 

Review of Revaluation Process 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered 
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That the members reject the current process of calculating business commercial rates; it does not 

take ability to pay into account, omits the fact that the retail sector on high streets is struggling, 

that town and village centres have and continue to be decimated in regards to retailing and it does 

not take the realisation of online shopping into account which is having a detrimental effect on the 

high street towns and villages.  Also, that as the council has no direct say on the matter we call on 

the Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 

Government to immediately review the revaluation process before more businesses are lost and 

our main streets are further decimated. One example of a fairer process could be to calculate 

rates based on rent paid or profit/ turnover on a self-declaration basis on the Revenue Online 

System (ROS). 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Cronin.  

 

A report from Ms Hanlon, Head of Finance, stated that the motion correctly identified that Kildare 

County Council has no role in the revaluation process and the budgeted rates income for Kildare 

County Council for 2017 is approximately €58million. This rates income is 38% of the total 

budgeted income for 2017 and is an essential source of funding to allow for the provision of 

services by Kildare County Council, any change to the method of calculation of rates income 

would have to be done through legislation and in a manner that would protect the stability of the 

level of rates income achievable by Kildare County Council. Ms. Hanlon stated the Chief Executive 

is conscious of the economic climate and has for the last eight years recommended no increase in 

the Annual Rate on Valuation to the members in the budget. Ms Hanlon confirmed this motion was 

referred to the Valuation Office for their observations and their reply had been circulated to the 

members. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that in his view there is something wrong with the way the system is set 

up, especially having regard the debate earlier in relation to Councillor McCabes motion on the 

rating of stable yards. Councillor Lynch noted that Minister Coveney had written to the Valuation 

Office on the matter but stated that action is required now as an utmost priority. Councillor Lynch 

also stated that online shopping has become a huge factor in the retail market and this has not 

been taken into account either thus the system needs to be radically overhauled. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy stated its accepted the Valuation Office is an independent statutory body but 

noted that if the new rateable valuation closes a number of business due to the increases being 

sought, this is going to have an impact on the €58 million we need to raise in commercial rates 
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each year. Ms Hanlon confirmed that the rates income received is directly linked to the services 

we provide and stated it is a matter for the members if they wish to write and request a change in 

the legislation.  

The following amended motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy 

The current process of calculating business commercial rates does not take ability to pay into 

account, omits the fact that the retail sector on high streets is struggling, that town and village 

centres have and continue to be decimated in regards to retailing and it does not take the 

realisation of online shopping into account which is having a detrimental effect on the high street 

towns and villages.  Also, that as the council has no direct say on the matter we call on the 

Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 

to immediately review the revaluation process before more businesses are lost and our main 

streets are further decimated. One example of a fairer process could be to calculate rates based 

on rent paid or profit/ turnover on a self-declaration basis on the Revenue Online System (ROS). 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and 

agreed by the members that Kildare County Council calls on the Taoiseach, the Minister for 

Finance and the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government to immediately review the 

revaluation process.  

 

 

18/0417 

Water Charges Excess Use Levies 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered 

“That Kildare County Council rejects domestic water charges, since they are a step towards the 

commodification of an essential ingredient of life. Leaks and waste can be reduced by district 

metering. We call on all parties who share that view to support the recommendations made by the 

Oireachtas Committee on the Funding of Water Services on April 6 to reject so called excess use 

levies and mandatory metering of new housing; to oppose stealth measures for domestic water 

charges; and to support the proper funding of water services from progressive, general taxation”. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 
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Councillor Young stated that the everyone is familiar with the debate on this issue over the last 

number of weeks and noted that the expert committee has given no indication of excess use in 

Ireland and that in fact, Ireland is at the lower end of domestic usage. Councillor Young also noted 

that excess is considered to be 1.5 times the average household use and we should reject the 

mandatory metering of new houses given the monies recovered for charging for excess use will 

never cover the cost of monitoring it and that this approach is only a way of introducing universal 

charges down the line. Councillor Young asked the council to support the request to reject 

domestic water charges. Councillor Cronin supported Councillor Youngs motion and noted that we 

as a country have a very low consumption of water. Councillor Stafford expressed his opposition 

to the motion and Councillor McEvoy noted that we still do not have a sustainable plan to provide 

water in this country and that the public protests have led to the policy that is in place now.   

 

Resolved with the majority of the members voting against the motion, the motion was defeated. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 

 


